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extrapolation questions to methods that are consistent with the best current scientific judgment. Analysts following the guidelines would find it easier to describe systematically and explicitly the methods that are incorporated in their risk assessments.
Several other recent proposals call for major restructuring of federal processes to separate the risk assessment function organizationally from decision-making. The objectives would be to permit analysts to work independently of policy pressures and to foster consistency of risk assessments. Various approaches have been suggested, including creation of a single body outside the government for the performance or review of risk assessments, creation of a single government unit to conduct risk assessments for the entire government, and creation of separate risk assessment units in particular programs or agencies and systematic review of assessments by independent scientific advisory groups.
THE STUDY
This report responds to a congressional request to examine the merits of the two major types of reform proposal. It is the final report of the National Research Council's Committee on the Institutional Means for Assessment of Risks to Public Health. Chapter I describes the structure of risk assessment, the role of science in the assessment process, and current federal uses of risk assessment. Chapter II examines the feasibility and desirability of the development and use of uniform guidelines.  Chapter III reviews various organizational arrangements for risk assessment. The Committee's overall conclusions and recommendations appear in Chapter IV.
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